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CREATING NEON
Good evening

Mr. President,

Dear Friends,

I am thrilled to be here and ask you to allow me to present the activities of my organisation, the fruits of which are this collaboration with the Hellenic Parliament, a great honour for us. 

NEON was established in 2013, at a particularly difficult time for Greece and the Greek people. The crisis of this decade, besides its overall impact on society, also became a setback and a challenge on a personal level, as it revealed the artifice behind our prosperity, and it forced us into painful adjustments. It ultimately revealed all the weaknesses of our society, a crisis that was conveniently characterised as economic, but was in fact cultural.

It was at this time that I founded NEON, with the deep belief that art, and in particular contemporary art, has the power to inspire, to awaken, on a personal and collective level. Contemporary art is relevant, is inquisitive and suggestive, it concerns our today and our tomorrow. Contemporary art forces you to actively co-exist with your time. To consciously evolve in a world of rapid and continuous change.

This conscious evolution is, I believe, the obligation of every citizen in a free society, and the path through which one can become more active and therefore more beneficial to the common good. 

Knowing that contemporary art was not generally approachable or accessible to the general public, I established an organisation that aims to expose the wider public to the challenges of contemporary art. To better achieve this goal, NEON is not limited to its own space; it chooses to act on different spaces that can attract the audience’s interest and inspire artists’ creativity. NEON activates public and private space, offering new ways to experience them. All its exhibitions and events are open to the public and free of charge. 

NEON’S BENEFIT TO SOCIETY 
During its seven years of operation, NEON has held 30 exhibitions of contemporary art in 25 different locations and spaces. Among them are eight exhibitions which took place in archaeological and historical sites, on the one hand introducing a contemporary model of collaboration between the public and private sectors, and on the other generating a conversation between our classical culture and contemporary creation. 

At the same time, through its exhibitions, NEON aspires to highlight emblematic spaces which often remain culturally unexploited, and to bring them to the forefront of cultural action. In many cases, NEON has left its mark on public spaces, funding important infrastructure projects that contribute to the substantial upgrade and further utilisation of these spaces, such as the Athens Conservatoire or the National Observatory, and now the Tobacco Factory. 

NEON charged the interest for culture and contemporary art and has inspired a significant portion of the Greek population: more than 450,000 people have attended NEON exhibitions. 

NEON has presented to the Greek public contemporary artists of international renown and has also given a number of Greek artists the chance to be creative and to collaborate with contemporary artists from abroad, in exhibitions that attracted the attention of the international media, bringing our country to the forefront.
At the same time, NEON supports education and young creators through sponsorship and scholarship programmes, and has supported a grand total of 167 students and 1,200 artists. At the same time, we introduce contemporary art to secondary school students through the “Is this Art?” programme. Implemented by the Hellenic Children’s Museum, the programme has addressed more than 16,200 students and 960 teachers, acquainting young people with contemporary artistic currents and helping them to develop personal and collective ways of expression. 

 

A MODEL FOR THE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS 
The main pillar in NEON’s activities is its collaboration with other institutions. We have created a new model of cooperation between the private and public sectors, based on mutual trust, through a painstaking process which has taken many years to develop. We have been tested many times, and through this process we have proved that we meet the highest standards which we set ourselves, not waiting for others to set them. Our exhibitions in historical and archaeological sites have shown that if there is professionalism, discipline, seriousness, respect, public organisations, but also the perception of society, overcome inhibitions and can demonstrate both progressiveness and an outward-looking mentality. Over the years, we have established strong relationships with all the public officials and agencies with which we have worked, whom I would like to thank warmly for their collaborations, but especially for the openness and vision we have shared. 
This mode of operation and collaboration, this trusting relationship, is confirmed by our cooperation with the country’s leading democratic institution, the Hellenic Parliament, and indeed at a time of particular importance. 

The exhibition entitled Portals that we will present at the remarkable site of the former Public Tobacco Factory on Lenorman Street, in the historic area of Kolonos, we hope will be a place of meeting, awakening and reflection for this coming year. This new meeting place is being prepared throughout this year, thanks to a donation from NEON, in order to be delivered to the Greek society and to the Hellenic Parliament, as the new cultural venue of our city. The year in which we will be celebrating the bicentennial of the Greek Revolution of 1821, which, besides being the national revolution of the Greeks, was also the beginning of our effort to organise a state according to the standards of the advanced states of Western Europe. Have we achieved this goal, and if so to what extent? The fact is that this effort has lasted for two centuries, and the anniversary gives us the chance to reflect upon the historical course we have taken and, perhaps how through the study of this course we will come to appreciate what older generations would call “our destiny”. This reflection on national self-awareness, part of a global environment of reflection, is promoted, in its own way, by the exhibition we are presenting. 

Through this effort, we seek to highlight the important developmental dimension of art, to underscore our contemporary creativity, to promote models of collaboration and to implement an unparalleled project that is worthy of a modern and developed progressive society. 

The President of the Hellenic Parliament, Mr. Constantine Tassoulas, reminded me of a quote by Oscar Wilde:  Art should never try to be popular. The public should try to make itself artistic.

I would like, from this podium, to thank him warmly for the meaningful discussion, our cooperation and his support in this direction. 
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